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Various methods have been adopted by different na- 
tions, to ascertain the number of inhabitants, but none ap- 
pears to be so certain, as that of actual enumeration—-this 
mode was, therefore, adopted at the organization of our 
government, and a census has been since regularly tak- 
en at each successive period of ten years. Had these been 
uniformly made, they would have served, not only their 
primary purpose—that of forming a representative ra- 
tio—but also as a basis on which to erect numerous 
other interesting, and important calculations. But, un- 
fortunately, this not having been attended to, there is 
scarcely any point of comparison between any two of |. 
the four, which have as yet been made—in each one a 
different ciassification of ages being adopted. Although 
the division of the last census is, upon the whole, the 
best, still, owing to the coloured population being ar- 
ranged under ages differing from those of the whites, | 
many comparative views cannot be taken, which would | 
be interesting in regard to those two classes, 

Owing to the time allotted for taking the census— 
the incompetence of some of the persons employed-— 
the low price paid for the time and services devoted 
to it—it is highly probable, there may be material er- 
rors; yet, as they may be as favourable as otherwise, 
and as we have no other means of approximating to 
the truth, we have made them the foundation of the 
calculations which are this day pres-nted to our readers, 
in reference to the population of the city and county of 
Philadelphia. 

Few subjects are of more interest to a state, than its 
population. Whe number of inhabitants indicating al- 
ways a flourishing condition of the means of support, as 
well as of those necessary to carry on its agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce, and te defend itself against 
any hostile force. It is therefore useful, when a census 
is taken, to make comparative views of the past and pre- 
sent condition of the population, in order to ascertain, | 
whether it be in a progressive or languishing condition, | 
and to trace the causes of the one or the other. In this 
country, facts upon this subject are deficient; and it is 
only by collecting, and arranging them, for a series of 
years, that any fixed theory can be confidently derived 
from them. The rules adopted in foreign, and older 
countries, where the population has become permanent, 
will not suit the meridian of a new country, which is 
receiving into its bosom the inhabitants uf every other 
portion of the globe. We must, therefore, form new 
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1830 

North’n Liberties| .... 21558) 21488) 31376 
Spring Garden eos 3498} 11141 
Penn Township, 4 16970 3798] 3105) 2507 
Kensington, eoeel 7118) 13326 
Total N.suburbs, 16970| 25356] 35209) 5855u 
Southwark East,| ....| 4883] 7264 14713 10361 
Do. West 4738) 6443 10379 
Moyamensing, 1592; 2887! 3963! 6822 
Passyunk, cone 884); 992) 1638) 1441 
Total S. suburbs, 12097) 17586) 20314} 29003 
Total suburbs, 13998| 29067} 42942| 55523) 87353 
a | — —n—— 

City, . 28522) 41220) 53722) 63802) 80458 


Total city & sub.| 42520) 70287| 96664 


Total city& coun.! 54391 


rules for ourselves, derived from the facts within our 
own reach, 

The following calculations and statements have re- 
quired much time and labour; and, after all, some errors 
may be discovered in them—though we have endeavour- 
ed to guard against them—and, perhaps, some of our 
deductions may be erroneous. In all such cases, we 
shall be happy to receive corrections. We have given 
the facts pretty much in detail, believing that they will 
be more generally serviceable to those who may wish 
to make other uses of the information; and, to such as 
have any fondness for similar investigations, we know, 
they will be the more acceptable on that account, Oth- 
ers of our readers, will find them perhaps tedious; but 
we will endeavour to compensate them at another time. 

Our present view is confined to the city and county 
of Philadelphia. We may, Lereafter, make some com- 
parisons of the other portions of the state. But we would 


be happy, if some of our friends would furnish us with 
statements, of this kind, relative to towns, or particular 
districts, throughout the state. 


COMPARATIVE CENSUS TABLE. 
1790. | 1800. | 1810. | 1820. | 1830. 
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Blockley, - 1618} 2655) 3401 
Bristol, Sul: ue 965} 1257; 1425 
Byberry, - % 765; 876) 1018 
Frankford, - ve ¥283| 1405) 1637 
Germantown, 4243) 4311} 4642 
Kinsessing, - : 903} 1188) 1068 
Lower Dublin, we! 6 2194} 2640) 2705 
Moreland, - a | 400 443; 418 
Oxford, - cated 973} 1315; 1502 
Roxborough, - tai 1252] . 1682) 33 


Total rest of co. | 11871) 10722| 14546] 17772] 2115 
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GENERAL VIEW. 


Ac*ording to the census of 1830, there were in 
the city and county of Piuiladelphia, persons 


of every description, 188,961 
According to the census of 1820, there were = 157,097 
Making an increase in ten years of 51,864 


Being at the rate of $7.83 per cent.; or, 3.25 per cent. 
perannum—doubling in every 21.61 years. 





The number of inhabitants in the Crry in 1830, 80 458 
Do. ao, do. 1820, 63,802 
Increase in ten years, 16,656 


Or, at the rate of 26.10 per cent.—per annum 2.34— 
doubling in 29.89 years, 


Number of inhabitants in the Districts in 1850, 87,353 
Do. do. 1820, 55,523 


Increase in ten years, 31,830 





Or, at the rate of 57.32 per cent.—4.62 per annum— 
doubling in 15.30 years. 


In the rest of the Counrr, there were in 1830, 21,150 





Do. 1820, 17,772 
Increase in ten years, 3.378 


Or, at the rate of 19.96 per cent.—per annum 1.76— 
doubling in 39.86 years. 


The increase in the Crry 
From 1790 to 1800 was 12,668, or 44.37 per cent. 


1800 1810 12,502, 50.33 
1810 1826 10,080, 18.76 
1820 1830 16,656, 26.10 





City increase in 40 years, 51,906, or181.80 per cent. 








Or, 2.62 per annum—doubling in 26.77 years. 


The ware inhabitants in the Crry and Country 





In 1830 were - - : 175,245 
1820* - - - - 123,746 
Increase in ten years, - - 49,599 





SS nn ee 








In 1820 there were engaged in Agriculture 3455 persons 
Do, Commerce 5733 
Do. Manulac, 11834 


DENSENESS OF POPULATION IN THE CITY. 


We do not know, that any attempt has ever before 
been made to show the denseness of population of the 
city; or, in other words, the number of inhabitants to a 
given number of square feet. For this purpose, we 
have constructed the following table ; which will enable 
the reader to form some idea upon the subject. It will be 
evident to every one who reflects, that perfect accuracy 
respecting it cannot be expected—as, in order to it, eve- 
ry foot of ground that is occupied by a dwelling and in- 
habitants must be known. In the formation of this table, 
we have taken the dimensions, of the different squares, 
from the table published in our fifth volume, page 320. 
The space occupied by the principal streets is excluded; 
but that devoted to the smaller streets and alleys—as 
wellas that which is occupied by churches and other 
public buildings, and also public squares and other open 
grounds—-are all embraced in the calculation. 


In 1800, the city was divided into fourteen wards— 
containing in the plot from Vine to South, and from 
river to river, 50,141,410 square feet. From east to 
west, the city was divided into two parts; of which 
Fourth street was the dividing line—at which, the east- 
ern wards terminated, and the western wards commen- 
ced. 

In 1825, this dividing line was removed to Seventh 
street. The first column of the table, therefore, contains 
the number of square feet in each ward, from 1800 to 
1825; and the apportionments made in the second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth columns, are 
agreeably to that division of the wards. 

The ninth column shows the number of square feet in 
each ward, as existing since 1825—according to which, 
the subsequent apportionment is mace. 

The twelfth column shows the value assessed in each 
ward, at the last triennial period; and the thirteenth 


Or, 40.08 per centum—3,42 per annum—doubling in | gives the assessed value of each square foot. 


40 56 years. 


The rreeE cocovren inhabitants in the Crry and Counrr | 





In 1830 were - - - 15,616 
1820 - - ° 11,884 
Total increase, - : - ‘3,732 





7, $1.41 per centum—2.76 per annum—doubling in 
25.38 years. 


In the City and County there were 


In 1820 - : 2210 arrens not naturalized. 
1830 - - 4179 do, 
Increase, - : 1969, or 89.09 per centum! 


Doubling in 10.88 years!! 6.58 per annum. 





* In this year, 1203 persons not taxed, and 3 slaves, 
are noticed in the census, which we exclude from our 
calculation, hereafter, as their sex and colour are un- 
known. 


Without further explanation we submit the table, 
which, at one view, gives some idea of the different 
changes which the city has undergone, by the removal 
of its population from some parts to others, and the oc- 
cupation of vacant ground from time to time. 


As the census of 1790, was taken, previously to the 
division of the wards, we have, for that year, only given 
the total population, and the number of square feet to 
each inhabitant, viz. 1755. 


It may be proper here to observe, that when the 
city and suburbs are spoken of, the limits embraced 
in the bills of mortality, as nearly as they can be as- 
certained, are intended. When the increase per annum 
is given, or the duplication mentioned, it is accord- 
ing to the geometrical ratio at which population aug- 
ments, 
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TABLE exhibiting the number of square fet in each Ward—the population ot each census from 1790 to 1830—and 


the number cf square feet to each inhubitant in the City. 


































































































4,575,168] 5364| 853|} 1,069,534, 23 


6,118,095) 7117] 859\| 1,655,472) 27 
5,019,976] 5804] 865)| 716,918 14 
3,844,412) 3632)1059.| 1,357,545 35 
3,733,210) 3467}1077|| 1,467,345, 39 
8,556,596, 6321/1354|| 629,068 7 


4596|1145]| 6169] 853 
2355/2988 


S. Mulbery ..| 5,262,624 6298) 836 
Locust.......| 7,057,389 
N. Mulberry..| 5,774,268 
Middle.......| 4,422,066 
South...seee-| 4.294,155 


Cedar........ Ga 


4155) 1694 7463} 943 
2285/2527 || 3606)1601}| 5096)1133 
185(4 2390 


| 2681|1649|| 3475|1272 
1232 - 


2430) 1767|) 3333)1288 





6664|1477)|| 8904}1105 
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20022/2109 40589/1038 
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New Market... 1,842,905) < || 4865] 378|) 5512| 334'| 5889) 312\| 1,754,167| 7445] 236,| $1,264 469, 72 
L. Delaware..! 985,392) & || 3377] 295|] 3526] 279|| 3237] 304/| 1,672,845] 6863] 243]| 1,593,733) 95 
Pine...... bon] ihe aes we] Bi df wcee[eeee|] eoee[eees revejeses}) 1,374,456) 5540) 248) 1,257,165) 91 
U. Delaware..! 1,081,194} = |] 3067} 352]| 3644] 297]| 3596] 318]| 1,835,486) £763] 318], 1,261,635! ¢9 
Chestnut...... 828,003} ‘= |] 2693] 307}} 2732} 303] 293\.| 282|] 1,405,657) 4115] 341]] 3,106,572 2 21 
Walnut......| 804,052} = | 2169 37! 2306} S491! 2817| 285]! 1,364,997) 3428} 398} 2,240,299 1 64 
cakes, | 1,048,689| § || 2792] 575\| 2764] 379|| 2529) 414]! 1,780,305) 4427) 402|| 2.949,362 1 65 
0 ck..... wee! 1,317,704} © |] 2235] 589) 2170} 607)! 2415] 545]| 2,236,998) 5378] 416]; 1,921,924; 85 
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Total Western| 42,233,471 


otal Civy...| 50,141,416]28552 


36,716,516|37501| 979|| 8,607,627 23 
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141200} 1216)|58722' 9331!63802| 786)! 50,141,410 8458' 623!| 24,202,786 48 


From this table it appears, that NuMBER OF INHABITANTS TO EacH Howse. 

In de there was : person to every rae square feet.} 4. the number of houses has not been taken very re- 
1810 1 933 cently, we have no certain method of arriving at the 
1820 1 786 number of inhabitants to each house. In 1793, there 
1830 1 623 was an enumeration, made by a committee of citizens, 


So that, in the forty years, the number of square feet during the yellow fever, which gave the following re- 
to each individual has been reduced 1132 throughout | ,,,j¢; 








the City plot. North of Market street, 2244 houses, 13649 inhabitants. 
The Eastern Warns South of do. 1978 12497 
In 1800 contained 21198 inhab’ts, and 373 sq. ft. to each. cs ad 
1810 22654 349 Total, 4222 26146 
1820 23213 340 
1830 42957 313 The former averaged 6.09 inhabitants to each; and 
, The WESTERN Wanps h the latter 6.07—the whole city and suburbs, averaged 
in em contained aoa inhab,, and : 4 sqft, to each. 6.348, and houses 6327. In 1810, according to Paxt«un’s 
1820 40589 1038 Directory, there were 8874 dwelling-houses, and 53,722 
1830 $7501 979 inhabitants, being an average of 6.07 to each, In the 


By taking from Dock ward Washington square, city and suburbs there were 15,814 dwellings and 96,664 


291,600 square feet, it will leave 361 square feet to inhabitants, which gives 6.11 inbabi'ants. Dividing the 
each inhabitant, instead of 416, present nuaber of inhabitants, in the c'ty and suburbs, 


‘Take the same dimensions, for Rittenhouse square, | 167,811, by 6, it will give 27,968 dweiling-louses, 


from Upper Delaware ward, it will give 216, instead of} qe following statement will show the increase of 





$19 feet for each inhabitant. buildings: 

If 186,825 square feet, the dimensions of Independence Ja 1703 there were 6027 houses, 
square, be deducted from Walnut ward, it will leave 1802 11200 
345, instead of 398. 

Take the vacant Hospital lot 187,407, and the same Increase in9 years, 4873 





for the vacant lot between the Hospital and Alms-house, 
from Cedar ward, it will leave 1294, instead of 1354 fect. 

By a late list of the Churches, it appears, they occupy 
$10, 1813 square feet, and the numerous burying grounds 
much more space. Inthe western wards, there remains 


Being an average of new dwellings, year'y erected, 541, 


In 1805 there were 13461, being an increase of 2261, 
erected in the three years from 1802, ora) cary average 
of 251. In 1802 there were 464 houses erected. 





; ; B 18uU3 385 
much unoccupied ground; and in some of the castern 
wards, there are a number of vacant lots, but as we do In cme there were ri houses. 
not pretend to be exact to a foot in our calculations, it ti 
is unnecessary to point them out. Increase in 5 years, 2353, or annually 471. 
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{Juuy 
According to the estimate above, there were 
In 1830 - 27985 dwelling-houses. 
1819 - 15814 

















SS 


From 1790 to 1800, there was a decrease of 468 males, 
or 8.10 per cent.—726 females, or 12.77 per cent. 

















From 1800 to 1810,there was an increase of 3478 males, 
Increase in 20 years, 12171,oran average of 608 ann. 


or 65.49 per cent.—3755 females, or 75 .74 per cent 
From 1819 to 1820, there was a decrease of 533 males, 
or 6.06 per cent.—124 females, or 1.42 per cent. 
From 1820 to 1830,there was an inerease of 1743 males, 
or 21.11 per cent.—1612 females, or 18.77 per cent. 
Total increase in the County 4220 males; or 73.03 


per cent., or 1.38 per annum—4517 females; or 79.40 
per cent., or 1.47 per annum. 





In the S7 years from 1793 to 1850, the buildings have 
increased 21662; or, anaverage of 585 new buildings 
each year of the whole series, 


INCREASE AND RELATIVE PROPORTIONS OF 
THE SEXES. 

Wuirte Porvuration, 

In the City and County there were 
Years. Males. Females. Excess. Males. Females. 
In 1790 25382 26520 1138, or 100 to 104.48. 
1800 37056 37073 17, 100 100.04. 
1810 49632 51056 1424, 100 102.87. 
1820 58866 64880 6014, 100 110.21. 
1830 ~*83536 89809 6273, .100 107.50. 


Increase from Males, Percent. Females. Per cent. 


CorovureD PoruaTion. 

The census of 1790, 1800, and 1810, do not designate 
this portion of the population; except under the general 
heads of “ other persons not taxed” and “slaves;” we 
are, therefore, compelled to pass over it with merely 
observing, that there were in the City and County, 


1790 to 1800 11674 45.99 10553 39 79. In 1790 2102 not taxed and 387 slaves, 
1800 1810 12576 33.93 13983 37.71. 1800 6795 85 
1810 1820 9234 18.60 13824 27.07. 1810 10514 8 
1820 § 1850 24670 41.91 24929 38.42. 1820 1450 7 


The whole increase of whites, in the 40 years, was 
121,443—-viz. males 58,154, females 63,289, or 253.98 
per cent. or per annum 3.06—doubling in 22.99 years. 
The males increased, during the same time, 229.11 per 


cent., or 3.02 per annum; and the females 238,64 per 
cent., or 3.09 per annum, 


In the Crry and Counrr there were free col’d persons 
Males. Females. Excess, Males. Females. j 
In 1820 5217 6667 1450, or 100 to 127.80, 
1830 6792 8803 2011, 100 129.60. 
Increase in 10 years 1575 males; or 30.19 per cent. or 
2.62 per annum—2136 females; or 32.03 per cent. or 


2.84 per annum. Total increase of both sexes 3711, 


In the City there were or 31.22 per cent. 


Excess. PROPORTION. 
Males. Females. Fem. Males Males Females. In the Crry there were 
in 1790 13009 13883 874 — 100 to 106.78. Males, Females, Excess, Males. Females, 
1800 18624 18331 — 293 100 98. 42. In 1820 3156 4423 1267, or 100 to 140.11. 
1810 23240 24128 888 — 100 103.82. 1830. 4025 5771 1746, 100 143.37. 
1820 25785 29232 3447 — 100 113.37. Increase from 1820 to 1830, 869 males; or 27.50 per 
1830 33081 37619 4588 — 100 113.89. 


cent. or 2.41 per annum—1348 females; or 30.56 per 


Increase from Males. Per cent. Females. Per cent, cent, or 2.66 per annum. 


1790 to 1800 5615 43.19 4448 32.03. 
1800 1810 4616 78 5797 = 31.62. 
1810 1820 2545 10.95 5104 21.15. 
1820 1830 7246 28 10 8387 28.69. 
Total increase in the City from 1790 to 1830, 40 years, 
was 20022 males; or 154.00 per cent., or 2.40 per an- 


num—23736 females; or 170.97 per cent. or 2.52 peran. 


In the susunss there were 


Males, Females. Excess. Males. Females, 
In 1820 1706 1925 219, or 100 to 112.84. 
1830 2282 2564 282, 100 =112.35. 


Increase in 10 years 576 males; or 33.76 per cent. or 
2.95 per annum—639 females; or 33.19 per cent, or 


’ ch 2.91 per annum, 
In the susunss there were ay 

Mules. Females. Excess. Males. Females. In the Counvr there were 

. - Males, Females. Excess. Males, Fem. 
In 1790 6595 6955 360, or 100 to 105 46. . - 
os = In 1820 855 319 36, or 100 to 89.86. 
1800 13122 13786 664, 100 105 06. 1830 485 468 17 100 
1810 17604 18217 613, 100 103.47, , 96.49. 


1820 24826 27061 2235, 100 109.00. Increase in 10 years 130 males; or 36.62 per cent. or 
1830 4057 41991 1484, 100 103.66. | 3.16 per annum—149 females; or 46.70 per cent, or 
Increase from Males, Percent. Females. Percent. \ 5-91 per annum, 


179U to 1800 6527 98.97 6831 98 21. In the Crry and County there were 
1800 1810 4482 34.15 4431 32.14. 


In 1820 for every 100 free col’d males 127.80 females, 
1810 1820 7222 4102 8844 48.54. 1830 100 129.60 
1820 1830 15681 63.16 14930 55.17. In 1820 for every 100 white males 110,21 females, 
Total increase within the suburbs in 40 years, from 


1830 100 107.50 
1790 to 1830, was 33912 males; or 514.20 per cent., or oe _ 
4.63 per annum—35036 females; or 503.74 per cent., eae ae we SER. 
anrr ee The census of 1790,specifies only two periods respect- 
In the County there iis: i Na is ales lic Wes Mailer’ WA. anit thank ahans * 


Males. Females. Males. Fem. Males. Females. 


it does not designate the ages of the females at all. 
In 1790 5778 5682 96 —,orlUUto 98.33. 


In the Crtry and susurss 


1800 5310 4956 354 —, 100 93.33.| There were 8244 white males under 16, and 
1810 8788 8711 77 —, 100 99 12. 11360 above 16, 
1820 $255 8587 — 332, 100 104.02, 





1830 9998 10199 - 201, 160 102.21. 19604 white males, and 20838 females. 


1831.) 
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Those males under 16, amounted to 42.05 per cent. 
of the whole number of males; and those above 16, 
amounted to 57.91 per cent. of the whole. The males 
bore the proportion to the females of 100 to 106.29, 

In the rest of the County 


There were 2652 males under 16, and 
3126 above 16, 


5778 males, and 5682 fem, ages not given. 





Or 100 males to 98 33 females. 
Those males under 16, were 45.89 per cent. of the 
whole number; and those above 16, 54.11 per cent, 
Under 10 years—in the City and County. 
In 1800 there were 10400 males and 10613 females. 


1810 14575 14396 
1820 18176 17692 
1830 23745 23011 
ncrease from Males. Percent. Females. Percent. 
: 1800 to 1810 was 4175 40.14 8783 35.64. 
1810 1820 3601 24.70 3296 22.89. 
1820 1830 5569 30.64 5319 30.06. 


Increase of males in the 30 years 13545; or 128.31 per 
cent. or 2.74 per annum—and 12398 females; or 116.82 
per cent. or 2.65 per annum, 


In 1800 excess of females 213, or 100 malesto 102 fem. 


1810 males 179, 100 98.77 
1820 484, 100 97.33 
1830 734, 100 96.91 


From 10 to 16 years—in the City and County. 
In 1800 there were 4736 males, 4863 females, 127 excess 
6644 


10 6987 343 
1620 8099 9191 1092 
830° 9271 9793 522 


“re In 1830, the ages are from 10 to 15 years, } 


Increase from Males, Percent. Females. Per cent. 


to 1810 was 1908 40.29 2124 45.68. 
ee 1820 1455 21.90 2204 30,11. 
1820 1830 1172 14.47 602 6.55, 


Increase of males in 30 years 4535; or 95.75 per cent. 
or 2.27 per annum—4930 females; or 101.38 per cent, 
or 2.82 perannum. 


In 1800 excess of females 127 or 100 males to102.68 fem. 
343 





1810 100 105.16 
1820 1092 100 113.48 
1830 522 100 105.68 
The whole White population under 16 years of age. 
Excsss. 
Males. Females. Males. Females. 
1790 10896 ommm ithe. ae 
* 1800 15136 15476 denitaiie 340 
1810 21219 21383 angus 164 
1820 26275 26883 ens 608 
1830 35016 32804 212 emean 
Increase from Males. Percent. Females. Percent. 
1790 to 1800 4240 38.91 me 
1800 1810 6083 40.18 5907 38.16, 
1810 1820 5056 25.71 5500 25.72. 
1820 1830 6741 25.73 5921 22.02. 


Increase for 40 years 22120 males; or 205 01 per cent. 
or 2.81 per annum—17328 females (30 years increase); 
or 111.96 per cent. or 2.53 per annum. 


Females. Males. Females. 


In 1800 excess under 16 340 or 100 to 102.24, 


1810 16 164 100 100.77. 
1820 16 608 100 102.31. 
1830 16 mal.212 100 99.36. 














Between 16 and 26 years of age. 


In 1800 7722 males 8339 females 617 excess. 
1810 1¢798 11835 1087 
1820 11829 14358 2529 
1830* 27893 30640 2747 
[* Between 15 and 30 years. } 

Increase from Males. Percent. Females. Per cent. 
1800 to 1810 3076 $9.83 3496 41.91. 
1810 1820 10381 9.54 25238 21.32. 
1820 *1830 16064 135.80 16:82 113.40. 


[* Between 15 and 30 years. } 
The increase for 30 years was 20171 males; or 261.22 


per cent. or 4.37 per annum—22301 females; or 267.43 
per cent. or 4.43 per annum. 


In 1800 excess of 617 females or 100 males to 108 fem. 





1810 1037 100 109.64 

1820 2529 100 12].37 

1830 2747 100 109.86 
Between 26 and 45 years. 

In 1800 9445 males 8347 fem. 1098 males —— fem 
1810 11787 11396 391 — 
1820 14051 15367 1316 
1830 17195 18627 —— 1432 

Increase from Males. Percent. Females. Per cent, 

1800 to 1810 2342 24.79 3049 36. 52. 
1810 1820 2264 19.20 3971 84.84. 
1820 1850 3144 22.37 3260 21.21. 


Increase of males in the 30 years 7750 males; or 82.05 


per cent. or 2.02 per annum—10280 females; or 123.16 
per cent. or 2.69 per annum. 


In 1800 excess of 1098 males or 100 males to 88:37 fem. 


1810 391 100 96.78 
1820 1316 fem. or 100 109.36 
1830 1432 100 108.32 
Upwards of 45 years. 
Jn 1800 4753 ike 451 females 158 excess fem. 
1810 5828 6442 614 
1820 6711 8272 1561 
1830*® 5432 7738 2306 


[* Upwards of 50 years. } 


Increase from Males. Percent, 


Females. Percent. 
1800 to 1810 1075 22.62 1531 $1.17. 


1810 1820 883 15.15 1850 28.40. 

From 1820 to 1830, there appears to have been a 
decrease of 1279 mules; or 19.05 per centum—534 fe- 
males; or 6.45 percent. (Upwards of 50 years of age.) 

Increase in the 20 years, from 1800 to 1820, 1958 
males; or 41.19 per cent. or 1.86 per annum—3361 
females; or 68.45 per cent. or 2.65 per annum. 

Increase in the SO years,from 1800 to 1830, 679 males; 
or 14.28 per cent. or 0.446 per annum—2827 females; 
or 57.56 per cent, or 1.53 per annum. 


In 1890 excess of 158.females or100 males to 103.32 fem. 


1810 614 100 110.52 
1820 1561 100 123.26 
1830 2306 100 142.45 


From the preceding statements it appears that in 
1790, the male white inhabitants in the city and sub- 
urbs, under 16, were in proportion to the whole white 
population, as 1 to 2.37, and that in the rest of the coun- 
ty it was 1 to 2.}8—those above 16 in city and suburbs, 
were as 1 to 1.71, county 1 to 1.85—that the males of 
all ages were to the females ofall ages, in city and sue 
burbs, as 100 to 106 29 females, county 100 to 98.33— 
that under 10 years of age in 1800, there was an excess 
of females,and that at every other censusthe males at that 
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age were considerably in excess,—that the males in- 
creased in the 30 years from 1800 to 1830, 128.31 or 
2.74, per cent. per annum, and the females, 116.82 or 
2.65 annually—that from 1800 to 1810, there was a 
more rapid increase of both sexes, than at the subse- 
qrent period—and that from 1810 to 1820, there wasa 
considerable decrease in the ratio—and in the next pe- 
riod the ratio advanced about 5 per cent on the males, 
and about 7 per cent.on the females.In 1800,the propor- 
tion of the sexes under 10, was 100 males to 102 fe- 
mal: s, and in 1830, 100 males to 96.91 females, 

Between the ages of 10 and 16.—the males increased 
from 1800 to 1830, 95.75; or 227 per annum—while 
the females increased 101.28, of 2.32—in 1800, the 
males were as 100 to 102.68, females, and in 1820, they 
were as 100 to 113.48, and in 1830—100 to 105.63—the 
males having increased from 1800 to 1810, at the rate 
of 40.29 per cent. ,and the females,43.68, while from 1820 
to 1830, the former increased oniy 14.47 per cent. and 
the latter only 6.55. 

Of the whole white population under 16 years, the 
excess was constantly in favour of the females, from 
1800 to 1820, or 100 males to 102 females,—from 1820 
to 1850, there were males 100 to 99 females. 

f Between the ages of 16 and 26, at all the periods the 
excess is in favour of the females, being in 1800 as 100 
males to 108 females, and in 1830 as 100 to 109.86—at 
this period of life the census of 1830 shows a remark- 
able increase of the population—from 1800 to 1810, the 


Population of whites 
in the city and coun- 
ty according to cen- 
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increase of males was39.83 per cent. and females 41.91; 
in 1810 to 1820, only 9.54 for the males and 21.32 for 
the females—while in the next ten years, siz, from 1820 
to 1830, the males increased 135.80, and the females 
113.40, probably caused by the addition of em grants 
between these ages; the increase of the whole 30 years 
was 261,22 per cent. for the males, or 4.37 annually, 
and 267,43 per cent. or 443 annually for the females, 

Between 26 and 45—the ceiisus of 1800 «nd of 1810 
show an excess in favour of the males, in the other two 
periods it-was in favour of the females—being in 1800, 
100 m:les to 88 37 females, in 1810, 100 to 96.78, in 
1820, 100 to 109.36, and in 1830, 108 32, the whole in- 
crease in 30 years 82.05 for males, or annually 2.02, fe- 
males, 123.16 or annually 2.69 

From 45 years andupward, the excess is always on 
the side ofthe females; in 1800 it was only 158, in 1550 
it is 2306, or in 1800, 100 males to 103.52 females—and 
in 1830, 100 males to 142.45 females, 

The following table exhibits several views of the 
white population of the city and county according to the 
census of 1830. 

The first column shows the numbers and sexes at the 
different ages, and the second gives the proportion of 
the sexes to each other; the 3d column exhibits the pro- 
portion ofeach sex at the different ages, to the whole 
number of each sex; the4th column furnishes the relative 
proportion of the whole white population at each age. 
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AGES sus of 1830, at the oan a t ¢o the whole number of| to the whi’ 
different periods of ee that sex. pop. ot city 
life. and county 

| Males. Fem. | Total.\\ Males. \ Fi — Males. | Femaks.| 
Under 5 years of age..... ....s00- | 12941| 12414] 25355|| 100] 959zIl1 to 6.45|1 to 7.24/|L to 6.83 
SUE BOD ED cd vcvicncscieccvasesbod 10814! 10597) 21401 98 08 7.73 8.47 8.09 
a ne eS ate | 9271] 9793] 19064 105 63 9.01 9.17 9 U9 
SE ccdrnesuaccaecuews 10346' 11306} 21652 109, 28] 8.07 7.94 80 
SEM ece's “agicats shal orel | 17547| 19334, 36881|| 110.12 4.75 4.64 4.70 
Ne oi etme Seiwa del 11063] 11897] 22960 1u7 .53} 7.53 7.54 7.54 
NIE PA ip wdon's viv cdunoune | 6132] 6730} 12862 109.75!| 13.62} 13.34 13.47 
PE cecewhhntdl ooccede $112] 468] 7180 130 72 26.84 22.07 24.14 
a ea al 1573] 2894] 3967} 152.19] 53.10 37.51 43 69 
DGS caclesguntuce ch ochane | 551 961} 1512! 174.41 151.60 93.45 14.64 
De eada Sabie. civkceocacns 167| 268 as 160.48]; 5v0.21 $35 10 $98.54 
ROE Ceara. 26 wl 6 155 84|| 321292]  224522|| 2626.43 
100 and upwards,.......0.606- 3} 7 253 33), 27845.00) 12829.85 








'83.536'89, 809 





From this table it appears that the proportion of the 
males to the females, was an average of 100 of the for- 
mer to 107.50 of the latter—that at the first two periods, 
there was an excess of males—that from 10 to 50 there 
is a regularly increasing excess of females, which again 
diminishes between the ages of 30 and 40, and then 
again rises between 40 and 50—from 50 to 60 the ex- 
cess of females becomes very considerable and rapidly 
increases till between 70 and 80—from this period until 
90 and 100, there is a gradual decrease, but beyond 100 
years, the population becemes as 100 males to 233.33 


173,345 








107.50 





| 17334 50 








females, thus showing that from the period of 50 years 
longevity is very much in favour of the females—espe- 
cially, in the latter periods of life. The whole number 
of the males beyond 50, is 5452 or 1 to 15.37 of the 
whole number of males; 7758 females, or 1 to 11 60 
of the whole number of females—the two together being 
7.59 per cent. of the whole white population upwards 
of 50 years of age. Beyond the age of 70, there are 
only 747 males or 1 to 111.83, of the 83.536 males, and 
only 1276 females or 1 to 70.37, of the 89.809 females, or 
2023 of both sexes beyond the age of 70 years, being 
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only about 1.16 per cent. of the whole white popula- | males—1 to 3.05 for females—and to the whole popu- 


tion, 


Aces of Corounren Porutation or Crtr axp CounrTr. 

Previous to the census of 1820, the ages of this class 
are not given. The census of 1790, 1800 and 1810, did 
not distinguish the coloured from other persons not tax- 
ed. We have, therefore, no points of comparison be- 
yond 1820. 


In 1820, there were 


Under 14 years 1813 males 1814fem. 1 excess. 
From 14 to 26 1030 1844 

26 45 1746 2181 435 

45and upwards 628 828 200 

Total, 5217 6667 








At the age of 14, the males and females were equal— 
while that of whites at 16 (the nearest analagous age), 
was in favour of the females from 5 to 13 per centum. 
The number, under 14, of males to the whole number 
of males, wus us 1 to 2.82, and females as 1 to 5.67, and 
to the whole coloured population as 1 to 3.30. 

Between 14 and 26, the males were 100 to 179,05 fe. 
males—the proportion of the whites, from 16 to 25, was 
100 to 109.86, excepting in 1820, when it was 100 to 
121.37. The proportion of those, between 14 and 26, 
to the whole of each sex, was as 1 to 5.16 for males— 
and, 1 to 6.47 for females—and to the whole coloured 
population, as 1 to 4.17. 

From 26 to 45, there were males 100 to 124.91 fe- 
males—proportion of whites at those ages 100 to 109.36. 
The proportion to the whole of each sex 1 to 3.45 for 


ation as 1 to 3.03. 

At 45 and upwards, there were 100 males to 131 85 
females—the whites, at same ages, 190 to 123.26. The 
proportions to the whole sex as 1 to § 46 for males—1l 
to 8.05 for females—and to the whole population as 1 
to 8.23. 

In 1830, the number of males above 55, 408, and fe- 
males 535, or 100 males to 131.12 females. The males 
above that age being, to the whole number of males, as 
1 to 16.40; and the females, to the whole number of 
that sex, as 1 to 16.45; and both, to the whole coloured 
population, as 1 to 16.53. 

The number of persons above 100 is 27, viz. 14 males 
and 13 females; or, in proportion to the whole coloured 
population, as 1 to 577,59, 


ComMPaRISON WITH THE WAITES, 

Under the age of 10, the whites were to the whole 
population as 1 to 3.70—coloured were as 1 to 4.58. 
_ Above the age of 50, the whites were as 1 to 13. 16— 
above the age of 55, the coloured were as 1 to 16.53. 

Above the age of 100, the whites were as 1 to 17,334, 

100, coloured L &77.58. 

Showing an extraordinary difference in longevity, on 
the side of the coloured population; and that, while in 
the case of the whites, it is in favour of the females as 
2.33 to 1; in the coloured it is as .92 to 1—or, in the 
former, 100 males to 233.33 females, and, in the latter, 
as 100 males to 92.08 females, 

The following table presents a view of the coloured 
pepulation, in 1830, similar to that of the whites:— 





Colored population 
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zs Proport. of 
the City and County, || Proportion of ||/Proportion of each sex, || the whole 
according to the cen-||_ males to fe- [Jat the respective ages, ||at each age, 
sus of 1830, at the|| males at each |\to the whole number of ||to the cul’d 
different periods of age. that sex pop. of city 
life. iand county. 
Males.| Fem. | Total.|| Males| Females.|| Males. | Females. 
1658] 1747) 3405}) 100} 105.36]} 1to 4.09, 1to5.03|| 1 to 4.58 
becseed cvseenes 1772} 2764; 4536!) 100] 155.98]} 1 3.82) 1 3.19|| 1 3.43 
— 1792| 2405] 4197!) 100) 134.20! 1 3.79] 1 3.66) 1 3.71 
1162} 1352] 2514|| 100 116.35, 1 600! 1 6.58) 1 6,20 
SS TOO. cvccccecadecece 394; 522| 916)]) 100 132.48) 1 17.21{ 1 16.86)| 1 17.02 
100 and upwards......... 14 13 27/1} 100 92.85) 1 485.14) 1 677.15)| 1 577.58 
6792 8803| 15595}! 100 129.46 








Decrease by deaths, and increase by births. 

In 1810, the population of the districts included with- 
in the bills of mortality, (viz: the City, Northern Liber- 
ties, Penn Township, Kensington, Southwark, Moya- 
mensing, Passyunk and Blockley, was 98282, and the 
deaths, deducting still born, were 1897 or 1 in 51.80. 
In 1820, the population was 121980, deaths 3189 or 1 
in 38.25, and in 1830 the population (less Blockley) 
167.811, deaths 3948 or 1 in 42.50. 

The whole number of deaths in the 10 years from 1820 
to 1830 was 40506, viz: 34044 whites, and 6462 colored, 
males 22360,females 18146,or 100 males to 81.15 females. 

The whole number of births in the 10 years from 1820 
to 1830 was 64.637, viz: males 33569, females 31068 or 
100 males to 92,54 females—color not designated. 


The deaths were to the births in those 10 years as 
100 of the former to 159.56, of the latter or as 1 to 1.59. 

In both cases, still-born are included. Forseveral ) ears 
asmall portion is designated ‘‘sex unknown”—in the 
above calculation,we have apportianed them in each year 
by those of the same year of which the sexes were as- 
certained, 

The difference between the births and deaths in the 
10 years is 24,131, which if they are correctly reported, 
shows that to be the natural increase, which taken from 
the total increase viz:47044, will leave 22913 to have been 
supplied from abroad, from the country or from other 
cities, The natural increase therefore, and that from 
migration was nearly equal, or 100 from the former 
souree for every 94.95, from the latter, 
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The increase, in the ten years, of those districts was 


Males 22,854 Females 24,190 
Increase by births, 11,209 12,922 
Showing the increase from the 


other sources was composed of 11645 








11268 
Or only a small difference of males more than females. 

The following table shews a comparative view of 
the births and deaths in the 10 years from 1820 to 1830. 
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Within the last 10 years there have died 40506 at the 
following ages. 


Under 1 year deducting Propor. of 1000, 








Sull-born, 8,570 226.03 
Between land 2 3,291 86.80 
Between 2and § 2,793 75 66 
Between Sand 10 1,479 39.01 
Between 10 and 15 712 18.77 
Between 15 and 20 1,144 30.17 
Between 20and 30 4,543 119 85 
Between 30 and 40 4,738 124.97 
Between 40 and 50 3,733 98.46 
Between 50 and 60 2,630 69 36 
Between 60 and 70 1,932 5.96 
Between 70 and 80 1,352 35.66 
Between 80 and 90 746 19 68 
Between 90 and 100 214 5.64 
Between 100 and 110 32 .85 
Between 110 and 120 5 13 

37,914 1000.00 


Or more than one-fifth under the age of one year. 
Or nearly one-half under twenty years. 

Nearly a fourth between twenty and forty. 

More than a fifth between forty and seventy. 

At the census of 1830 there were 44,402 persons 
within the limits of the bills of mortality, under the age 
of 10, of both sexes and colors, and there died 1821 
(excluding still born) which was at the rate of 4.10 per 
cent on the population within that age. 

As the ages of the colored population are not given 
after 10 years, precisely in the same manner as the 
whites, we are compelled, in order to pursue the cal- 
culation, to take the nearest ages for that portion—it 
can be, therefore, merely an approximation to correct- 
ness. 

Between 10 and 20, there were 35,573 whites, and 
between 10 and 24, there were 4,550 colored, together 
40,123; and there were between the ages of 10 and 20 
175 deaths or .43 per cent. on the population. 

Between 20 and 30, there were 32,990 whites; and 
between 24 and 36, 3,978 colored—total 36,968; there 
were 488 deaths between the ages of 20 and 30,or 1.32 
per cent. on population, 

Between 30 and 50, there were 31,844 whites; and 
between 36 and 55, 2,377 colored—total 34,221; there 
were between tle ages of 30 and 50, 810 deaths, or 
2.37 per cent. on the population. 

Between 50 and 100, there were 11,216 whites; and 
between 55 and 100, 845 colored—total 12,061; there 
were 652 deaths, between the ages of 50 and 104, or 
5.40 per cent. on population. 

Above the age of 100, there were 37, whites and 
colored,and there were 2 deaths at that age, or 5.40 per 
cent. on population. 


Under 10 4.10 on population. 


Between 10 and 20 .43 do 
Between 20 and 30 1.32 do 
Between 30 and 50 2.37 do 
Between 50and100 5.40 do 
Above 100 5.40 do 


In volume I. page 116 of the “American Journal of 
Medical Sciences” will be found a very interesting 
| essay, and numerous tables, on the medical statistics 
of Philadelphia, in 1827, by Governeur Emerson, M. LY 
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Omnibus diseiplinis et artibus debet esse instructus orator. Quin- 
tilian. 
Scribendi recte, sapere est et principium et fons.—Horace. 

In the wide circle of human talent, and human effort, 
nothing more splendidly rewards success, than the at- 
tainment of a ready and superior eloquence. Other 
arts may confer distinction, but the powerful orator 
who moulds the feelings and sympathies of his audience 
to his wishes, and carries them along with him at his 
bidding, acquires a potency of influence to which poe- 
try, painting, and all the fine arts together, has no 
pretensions. It is that secret moral ascendancy which 
intertwining itself with the fancy, impresses the image of 
the speaker indelibly upon the mind of the listener, and 
invests htm there with the most romantic superiority. 
The'tribute of admiration must ever be acceptable to 
him who inspires it, but what can be compared with 
that, which, not waiting for the approbation of critics, at 
once and spontaneously, springs from the heart, and is 
read in the eye? The ingenious and well informed 
writer, seen only through his pages, receives his meed 
of praise from the cold and guarded dispensations of rea- 
son, while the orator glowing with his subject, reads in 
the expressive glances of his hearers an enthusiasm, 
corresponding with that by which he feels himself ani- 
mated. 

When we consider the union of rare qualities—the 
superior endowments and extraordinary exertions—ne- 
cessary toconstitute an orator, we shall perceive the 
justice of Providence in so forming our moral nature as 
to recompense him by the most enviable and gratifying 
distinction. A luxuriant fancy andthe utmost reach of 
practical and philosophical truth are as indispensable to 
his formation as skill in logic and exactness in learning, 
His arena is before multitudes of different characters 
and perhaps conflicting passions—he must allay one 
while he stimulates and excites another, It is not suf- 
ficient that he present Truth as she is,plain and uninviting, 
but he must dress her with attractions to secure her 
from revulsion, Great occasions sometimes require that 
a clearness and simplicity suited to the transactions of 
business should be united to the accuracyof the historian 
and the comprehension of the philosopher to the ge- 
nius ofthe poet. The higher order of poetry, it is true, 
requires the highest conceptions of our nature for its 
developement, but the poet has his own time, and can 
choose his own topics for the excitement of his feelings 
and the concentration of hisenergies. In oratory every 
resource of genius, every effort of reason, every accu, 
mulation of knowledge are simultaneously put to the test, 
and brought together into vigorous and engrossing ac- 
tion. At the very same moment the speaker may be called 
upon to diversify the keenness and pungency of wit,with 
the grayity of elaborate and profound reasoning—the 
exactness of knowledge with the flights of impassion- 
ed eloquence, 

A character so various and lofty, is hardly susceptible 
ofanalysis. But it may not be entirely useless to exam- 


Vor. VIII. 10 








ine the elements which compose it, for the double pur- 
pose of ascertaining its distinctive merits, and to enable 
us more clearly to perceive the difficulties in the way to 
so great an attainment. 

Notwithstanding the trite maxim, ‘poefa nascitur, ora- 
tor fit,’ and without meaning to undervalue the virtue 
of industry, I may be permitted to observe that an orato 
cannot be formed by study alone. Nature must im. 
plant the requisite feelings and powers, without which, 
the exertions of art would be as fruitless as the labours 
of the plough in the barren deserts of Sahara. His mind 
must be at once brilliant and solid, it must be capable 
of encountering hardships and making playful excursions. 
It must have a strength superior to the external acci- 
dents of the moment, and must never be thrown f. om its 
equipoise. In short, judgment, fancy, wit, and the 
faculty of expression, must be its distinguishing proper- 

ies. , 

The gifts of art must be superadded to the endow- 
ments of nature. Let the aspirant be sedulous inthe 
discipline of his mental powers, in the accumulation of 
knowledge, and the cultivation of his taste. If the ar- 
cana of nature, the minute subdivisions of the mineral 
and vegetable kingdoms be desirable to the poet, they 
are doubly necessary to the orator, The instructive 
lesson to which the ardent Prince of Abyssinia listened, 
must be learned by the votary of eloquence. Nor is 
this all. He must fill his mind with the treasures of his- 
tory, and be acquainted with man under every aspect 
and in every country. Poetry and elegant literature, 
must refine his taste and deepen his sensibility, while 
deep thought and abstract speculation must render his 
mind rugged and adhesive. He must by the contem- 
plation of elevated subjects be lifted above the multi- 
tude whom he is destined to instruct. He must ac- 
quire that mental tenacity which will not release its sub- 
ject until it be exhausted. He must have all his powers 
so underthe dominion of his reason as to be able to 
exert them upon instant notice,and that discipline which 
will enable him to transfer them with equal ease from 
the frivolous and pleasing,to the great and repulsive. He 
must, in short, become a purely intellectual being, with 
all his sensual tendencies, not only in restraint, but in 
absolute subjection. Can the man of licentious pursuits 
or criminal desires, divest himself of the weaknesses 
which ‘flesh is heir to?’ 

This devotion to the cultivation of -the intellectual 
powers by extinguishing the animal pfopensities; this 
manly resistance to the temptations of pleasure and the 
allurements of folly; implies a mind sufficiently strong to 
justify sanguine hopes. But let me not be understood to 
mean that he who aspires to the possession of those su- 
perior powers, essential to superior eloquence, should 
be phlegmatic and austere, inimical to joy, and the foe 
to refinement of sentiment. No; let him give the ut- 
mest play to the pure affections—let him cultivate those 
which reside in the mind and the heart—let friendship 
and love attune his feelings to the appreciation of all the 
endearments of social and domestic life. So nearly al- 
lied are true greatness and supreme felicity! 

But to attain this flexibility of mental power, this 
comprehensive reach of knowledge, this exaltation of 
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character, it is not enough that the candidate for elo- | 
quence retire to Academic groves and classic bowers, | 
that he ‘trim his midnight lamp’ in close communion | 
with the migity spirits of former ages. He must know | 
his contemporaries and have active intercourse with his 
species; he must dive into the mazes of business and see 
mankind in its various conformations and opposing di- 
versities. Let him not stop here. Let him mingle in the 
society of the elegant and accomplished ofthe other sex, 
whose airy pleasantry, brilliancy of fancy, and sharp. 
ness of wit, will suggest ideas as useful for actual con- 
flict in the field of debate, as the deeper lessons he may 
imbibe in the solitude of his study. The proud as. 
pirant for the laurels of intellectual glory, holding this 
too much in contempt, becomes rigid and ungainly, 
without versatility and suppleness. Such contact with- 
out detracting from the intrinsic worth of his misshapen 
bullion, will give it form, and polish it into elegance, 
After being filled with profound knowledge and im- 
bued with the beauties of approved authors, after ac- 
quiring an entire controul over his intellectual nature, 
and brushing from him the dust or mauwvuise honte of 
the closet, let him observe with attention the best mo- 
dels for improving upon their merits, and avoiding their 
defects. Lethim engage inthe frequent exercise of 
speaking after due preparation; but in these let him be 
select in his words while bold in his style; chaste while 
animated in his illustrations and ornament. Let him in- 
dulge in written composition, which, allowing less ar- 
dour, vehemence, and freedom, may aid the acquisition 
of closeness in thought and purity and propriety in lan- 
guage. Let him by all the means in his power acquire 
copia verborum, that richness of style so necessary for | 
the easy enunciation of his sentiments and the pleasur- | 
able gratification of his listeners. The eradication of | 
the lower passions of our nature and the cultivation of 
every good affection and pure emotion, are greatly | 
beneficial as they tend to exalt intellect over sense and 
prepare the mind by its consequent invigoration, for mas- 
culine achievements. They do more. They impart to 
the character a charm,and to the sentiments a power and 
a glow, which will overawe the debased and worthless. 
The man who to great natural and acquired talents for 
oratory, adds a contempt for meanness, a purity of mor- 
als, a love of country, and a reverence for religion, pos- 
sesses an armament not only invincible in itself, but 
proudly setting opposition at defiance! H. 


Increase of the manufacture of iron in Pitisburgh.—At 
a meeting ofthe citizens of Pittsburg, held at the court- 
house, on the 28th of December, 1816, Mr. Forward, in 
behalf of the committee appointed at a previous meet- 
ing, made a report,from which the following is extracted: 

** In Pittsburg and its immediate vicinity there is an 
annual consumption of pig iron to the amount of one 
thousand eight hundred tons, which gives employment to 
about 150 hands, The value produced is estimated at 
223,000 dollars per annum. Of wrought iron, there is 
annually worked up above two thousand tons, furnish- 
ing, according to the best estimate in the power of the 
committee, a produce of one million three hundred 
thousand dollars,” 

We are assured that the consumption of iron in and 


about Pittsburg, now exceeds eight thousand tons, and 
still rapidly increases, — Pittsburg Gaz. 
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OPINION OF CHIEF JUSTICE GIBSON. 
CorporaTION Vv. WaLtace. 
[Concluded from p. 52.] 


It seems to me, that the preceding remarks dispose 
of the principal grounds of the argument; but we have 
ample evidence, that no distinction between mortgages 
and judgments was ever made in practice. The doubt 
in the case of an older judgment was, whether any thing 
but the clear resulting interest of the debtor could be 
sold? and,on the theory of those by whom it was enter- 
tained, it is singular that it should have arisen. It was 
a postulate of that theory, that the interest of the older 
judgment creditor did not pass by the sheriff’s deed, and, 
in that view, it is clear that he would not be entitled to 
satisfaction, out of what was paid, not as a price of his 
interest, but of that which had become the fund of the 
younger judgment creditor by virtue of his lien. To 
suppose that he might resort to the purchase money or 
the land, at his pleasure, was an evident inconsistency; 
and an admission of his right to take the purchase mo- 
ney, which seems never to have been doubted, ought at 
once to have settled the question. The purchase mo- 
ney could be substituted tor the land, and distributed 
among the lien creditors, only on the supposition that 
the sale had divested their right to every thing else. 
At present, however, our business is with the evidence 
which we have, of the earlier practice; and this appears 
by the manuscript of Mr. Justice Shippen, to have been 
fully developed in Febiger’s lessee v. Craighead, which 
was tried at Carlisle in 1793. David Hoge, who had 
been the sheriff of Cumberland county from 1769 to 
1772, testified ‘* that the usage had been, for thirty 
years, that when the sheriff knew of a mortgage, he 
sold subject to it; but that where he had no such know- 
ledge, and the mortgage was not recorded, he sold 
ABSOLUTELY, and paid off judgments anp MORTGAGES, 
according to their priority. That it was considered, 
that when the land was sold absolutely, it discharged 
act former incumbrances as to the purchaser, and that 
the sheriff looked to the payment of judgments accord. 
ing to their order.” Samuel Postlewaite, who had been 
the sheriff of the same county, from 1783 to 1786, testi- 
fied “ that he Aad sold land subject to a mortgage, in 
which case the mortgage money was to be paid first.’’ 
This short note of his evidence is evidently imperfect— 
the meaning being, that the mortgage was to be paid 
first, when a clear title was sold; and, in this aspect, 
his evidence is consistent with that of sheriff Hoge. 
Now it is vain to question the sheriff’s right to prescribe 
the conditions of the sale; if a practice which, accord- 
ing to the account of it there given, has prevailed for 
seventy years, may not confer it, we have no foundation 
for many of our most important laws of domestic origin. 
Mr. Hoge’s representation of the practice was, at the 
same time, corroborated by the testimony of Colonel 
Hartley, Mr. Bowie, and Mr. Charles Smith, all profes- 
sional gentlemen, of great experience, in one or more 
of the counties of Lancaster, Berks, Cumberland, York, 
Franklin, Bedford, Mifflin, Huntingdon, and Northum- 
berland, which then comprised that part of the state 
which is east of the Allegheny mountains, and west of a 
line midway between the Susquehanna and Delaware. 
In addition, when the cause came up in bank, the prac- 
tice was asserted by Mr. Lewis to be general; and this, 
without contradiction from Mr. Ingersoll, retained on 
the other side, or from the judges, who, undoubtedly, 
had ample opportunity to become acquainted with it on 
their circuits, in every part of the state. No man was 
better acquainted with the earlier practice and tradi- 
tions of the law, than Mr. Justice Yeates; and it is easy 
to discover from Keene v. Swaine (3 Yeates, 561) what 
he supposed it to have been in the matter before us. 
In the counties west of the Allegheny mountains, F am 
intormed by my brother Kennedy, whose experience 
there reaches thirty years back, that a different impres- 
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sion had been made en the professional mind by the late | to the practice here, else the mortgagee would be con- 
president Addison, whose opinions were held in deserv- | sulted in all cases, whether the proceeds were more 
ed respect; yet no one, in that part of the state, sup-| than adequate to satisfy his debt or not. But if the land 
posed there was a difference between mortgages and | were sold subject to his mortgage, the matter would 
judgments; the supposition being, that the sheriff could | not depend on his volition, more than it would on that 
not, in any case, sell more than the resulting interest of of a stranger: he would be bound to look to the lan 
the debtor. ‘This impression was, however, gradually | exclusively, and not take satisfaction in a way to dis- 
effaced, by the influence of the judges of this court, on | appoint those who have no fund, but the equity of re- 
the western circuit, and the matter came to be viewed | demption; and that he may look to the price proves 
there as it was elsewhere. That it was the practice, in| that his estate has been sold, for undoubtedly he can be 
the eastern counties, to sell clear of mortgages, appears | compensated for nothing else out of the purchase mo- 
satis‘actorily from Petry v. Beauverlet (1 Binney, 97), | ney. A practice then, which has prevailed in every 
in which the sheriff of Bucks was allowed poundage for | part of the state for more than seventy years, probably 
paying judgments and mortgages. To say that the point | from the foundation of the province, ought, one would 
Was not presented to the court, the matter having passed | think, to be received as conclusive evidence of the law. 
sub silentio, is to say nothing. What we want is the fact, | It is said that practice, to be available, ought to be pre- 
that an instance of the practice passed in this city, un-| ceded hy judicial decision: it seems to me, however, 
challenged by the debtor, or the younger lien creditors, | that thls would be an inversion of the usual process of 
who are usually as sharp sighted, and true to their inte- | formation, judicial decision not being in any case a nu- 
rests, as any other parties litigant in our courts. Cer-| cleus for the increment of the law, but, as in the case 
tainly it would not have passed as a thing of course, biad | of the tenant’s right to the way-going crop, the recog- 
it been considered as great a phenomenon then, as it | nition of it as a thing already established by the custom 
has been since: nor will it do to say, the payment may | of the country. 

have been with the assent of the mortgagee—he hadno| The argument ab inconvenienii, did the matter rest in 
right to assent to an arrangement, that would enable | discretion, would be inconceivably strong. I have heard, 
him to pocket the money of the younger lien creditors. | with surprise, an expression of regret, that the law had 
A pretence of right, on his part, to take satisfaction out | not been so settled originally, as to subject the land, in 
of the land or purchase money, at his pleasure, and thus | the hands of the purchaser, even to prior judgments. 
throw the burthen on the purchaser, or younger lien | This must surely have been said without consideration. 
creditors, as his interest or caprice may dictate, would | If each lien creditor were separately permitted to carve 
be monstrous—such a right would put him ina situation | for himself, by selling just what might be sufficient to 


to make terms that would give him more than his debt. | get his money out of the land, a great part of the estate 


How this pretence, which involves the same inconsis- | would go among the retainers of the law. Full costs 
tency of opinion that I have already noticed in the case | and poundage on every sale, would be just so much 
of a prior judgment, came to receive countenance, I ; taken out of the pockets of the younger lien creditors, 
know not. The difficulty might have been solved, by | who would have come in for a share, had the land been 
a simple inquiry into the extent of the interest which | turned into money, by one operation for the benefit of 
passed by a sheriff’s deed. The whole drift of the ar-| all. Beside, no one would be found willing to purchase, 
gument here, has been to prove that a sale on a younger | except at a prodigious undervalue, with the certainty of 
judgment passes, not the estate of the older mortgagee, | being annoyed by a scries of executions to enforce the 
for that is enppesed to be reversed, ane THE EQUITY " war ees foe a ~ younger lien creditors would 
REDEMPTION; in other words, the clear interest of the | be kept at hay; and the same consequence, or one as 
mortgagor, which the judgment bound, and which the bad, would result from the sale on the oldest lien, The 
mortgage did nor bind. It is not easy to see then, how principle insisted on is, that a creditor can sell no more 
the mortgagee could make pretence of right to what did | than he holds by his lien: on no other hypothesis, than 
a pass by his deed; and which being the subject of that all vere what is necessary to satisfaction belongs 
subsequent hypothecation by the debtor, constituted no to the debtor, could there be a resulting interest in him 
part of his security. ‘To give him the benefit of that, | to answer subsequent incumbrances. What right then 
wa be a ay at ws gaa of a momenene | vous = = ener a which i wy one 
n re younger len creditors, s well might the, has not, to dives e security of any one else, farther 
general creditors ofa partnership, demand the proceeds | than may be necessary to produce satisfaction of his 
of a separate execution of the interest of one of the | debt? The abstract principle, fairly carried out, would 
pene. See Soeem “ ve may ana pay. pr sigh s sell an tae to the value 
sent of the joint debts, but, however inconsistent with | of his incumbrance, and to strike it down as soon as 
the scope of the argament such a right of election would enough were obtained to satisfy the debt and costs. 
be, it is not more so than the modern practice which is | This preposterous but necessary consequence of the 
— arent here. According to this, the sheriff sells, | principle, has been put out of view by the legislature, 
neither subject to, nor altogether free from, prior mort-| who foreseeing the inconvenience and confusion that 
eT Baers less mee = penne ~ | ee — oe ern oo oe 
ortgage , tO alhirmance or disafhrmance of the sale | vested the purchaser wi ite to it, as it was hel 
by the mortgagee; according to which, the premises are | the debtor. But a most oppressive consequence of the 
returned sold, or unsold for want of bidders. The un-| doubt generated by the principle of the argument, and 
certainty of result, consequent on this, must necessarily | communicated to the public mind by the ceountoan re- 
have an unfavourable influence in preventing the at-| port of Pebiger’s lessee v. Craighead, in the 4th volume 
Silitaesae te tileiisemenges, Cvinke: |tatemerhdsemeun. be izoswntindssaveceess 
( nt. its, redibdle amount. is not too much to compute 
Cot ee a sale is effécted, the whole estate, and not the | this at ten per cent. on every judicial sale of land that 
equity of redemption merely, is sold, and that the mort- | has since been made. Instances are within my know- 
gagee is bound to take satisfaction out of the purchase | ledge of thirty per cent. on the purchase having been 
money. It may be reasonable, that a younger lien credit- | offered in confidence of the purchaser’s skill, by those 
or should not be at liberty to disturb an older incum- | who, at the sale, refused to hazard a dollar on theie 
ores oo oe is = srelee to ~ got = at — Is ‘ not equally the a of ior ese a 
one time 1 evailed in the country, on what au-| whether by mortgage or judgment, as weil as of the 
thority [ know not, that the sale might be set aside, if} debtor himself, and, indeed, of all but those who specu- 
no part of the proceeds were found to reach the execu-| late in bargains, that the land should go for its vaiue? 
tion of the seizing creditor. We give no opinion about | The public interest at stake is immense; and even if a 
that, but it is evident that the same idea has given rise | temporary hardship, frem the principle of Willard », 
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Norris, were experiened ina particular quarter, it would | Columbia—Doct. Samuel Headly, George Mack, 
be greatly more than counterbalanced by the perma-| John T. Davis, and James A. Gordon, Esqrs. 
nent benefit that would result to the community at large.| Bradford—Hon. Edward Herrick, Dr. John N. West- 
Public convenience, however, is supposed to require | on, Col. James P. Bull, John Laporte, Edward Overton, 
that this species of property be set apart, and consecra- | William Patton, Elisha S. Goodrich, David Cash, Ellis 
ted to investment, by those who may be prevented by ab- | Lewis, Eliphalet Mason, and Simon Kinney, Esqrs. 
sence, or other causes, from attending to their property. | Mr. Brown presented a copy of the proceedings of a 
If this consideration were imperative, its requirements | meeting of citizens of Northampton county, 
might be satisfied by the public stocks, which afford all| | Mr. Rice one of the citizens of Lehigh county, and 
proper facilities; but, even if they did not, there is no Mr. Hazard one of a resolution of the Board of Mana- 
species of investment, that ought to be so sacred asto| gers of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation company, 
controul the maxim, that the public good is the supreme | which were severally read, as follows: 
law. But the inconvenience that would have resulted | At a meeting of the citizens of the county of North- 
to mortgage creditors, from the decision in Willard v. | ampton, held at the court-house in the borough of 
Norris, would have been neither permanent nor great. | Easton, on the 24th day of June, 1831, in pursuance of 
They would have ceased to invest in lands at adistance; | public notice, to take into consideration the propriety 
and as to defrauding them by a sham sale, at an under- | of appointing Delegates to the proposed Convention to 
value, that would have become impracticable the mo-| be held at Towanda on the 4th day of July next, for 
ment it was ascertained that the purchaser was to have | the purpose of adopting measures to procure the con- 
an unincumbered*title. But they would have suffered | struction of a Canal from the Lehigh to the Susquehan- 
no more in this respect, or by reason of the apprehend- | na, and for the extension of the North Branch Canal to 
ed insecurity of the purchase money in the sberiff’s | the State line, to connect with the Chemung Canal, 
hands, than judgment creditors do at present; and I| Christian J. Hutter, Esq. was called to the Chair, and 
have heard no complaints by these, of losses from collu- | James M. Porter, Esq. appointed Secretary. 
sive or surreptitious sales by younger judgment credit-| Alexander E. Brown, Esquire, submitted to the con- 
ors. Even if there were just ground of apprehension | sideration of the meeting the following Resolutions, 
on this score, further precaution might be taken by the | which were read, and, the blank left for the names of 
courts. Mortgage creditors have certainly not been | the Delegates having been filled, were unanimously 
treated as having peculiar claims to protection in other | adopted. 
matters; as in cases of injury to the premises, underthe | Jtesolved, Thatin the opinion of this meeting, it is of 
road law, for which the mortgagor receives compensa- | great importance to this section of the Commonwealth 
tion, without notice to the mortgagee; and I am unable | that measures should be speedily adopted for filling the 
to see why his interest should be preferred to that of | stock of the Susquehanna and Lehigh Canal Company, 
every one else in the matter of a judicial sale. | in order to effectuate a water communication between 
It will be seen that the preceding remarks are intend- | the Susquehanna and Delaware rivers, by the route of 
ed for a mortgage notdue, As between the mortgagee | the Nescopeck and Lehigh. 
and purchaser, who, as owner of the equity of redemp-| Resolved, That we believe not only the people, of 
tion, stands in the place of the mortgagor, it is impossi- | this section of the State, but the city of Philadelphia 
ble to conceive of an objection to payment which con- | and the whole country bordering on the west and North 
sists with the letter of the contract; and whatever might | Branches of the Susquehanna, have a deep interest in 


be the right of the mortgagor or the intermediate lien | the prosecution and completion of the proposed work, 
creditor to demur to performance of the condition out | as one calculated to enable the people to transport to 
of the money in the sheriff’s hands, it is certain that | the Philadelphia market,by means of a continuous water 
the mortgagee himself could not; but standing in every | communication, the agricultural and mineral products 
respect as a judgment creditor, he cannot object to pay- | of the country bordering on the West and North Branch- 
ment even before his debt is due; as has already been | es of the Susquehanna, and in return, enabling the 
determined in the Commonwealth v, Alexander (16 Ser- | Philadelphians to supply those regions with her manu- 
geant and R. 257), and intimated in Barnet v. Washa- | factures and merchandize. 


baugh (id. 410), and this disposes of the general ques-| Resolved, ‘That in furtherance of these advantages, it 
tion, which a respect for the opinion of counsel, who | is proper and right that the canal or improvement of the 
have doubted the soundness of the princple of Willard | stream on the North Branch, be prosecuted by the 
v. Norris, has induced to have re-argued on its original | State until it shall reach the line of the state of New 
ground. It is unnecessary to say, that the result is a} York, and thus, by a connection with the Chemung 
firm conviction of its solidity. It remains to inquire, | Canal, make an uninterrupted navigation from the New 
how far it affects the plaintiff’s lien on the whole, or | York State Canal through the Seneca Lake to the city 
any part, of the mortgaged premises, As to this, my | of Philadelphia. 

opinion happens not to coincide with that of the ma- | 
jority; and the judgment of the court, on this part of the 
case, will be pronounced by my brother Huston. 


(Jux¥ 


Resolved, That this meeting approve of the Conven- 
tion proposed to be held at Towanda on the 4th of July 
next, for furthering the objects hercin before stated, and 
that Owen Rice, Josialh White,and Alexander E. Brown, 
; Esquires, be Delegates to represent this county in the 

ae ers Seeder, said Convention, with wien Oe supply any vacancies 
CANAL CONVENTION. 


that many occur in their number. 

At a meeting of the delegates from counties on the! Resolved, That the proccedings of this meeting be 
borders ofthe North Branch of the Susquehanna and | published in the papers of this county, and that the Se- 
the Lehigh and Delaware rivers, at the court house in | cretary be directed to transmit a copy of these proceed- 
Towanda, Bradford county, on the 4th day of July A.D. | ings to Henry King, Christian Pretz, and Mathew Self- 
1831—Hon. Edward Herrick, of Bradford, was chosen | redge, Esquires, of Allentown, with a request that they 
President, Col. Jacob Drumheller, of Luzerne, and | call a meeting of the citizens of Lehigh county, for the 
Simon Kinney, Esq. of Bradford, Vice Presidents,— | purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of 
James A. Gordon, of Columbia, and William Patton, of | sending Delegates from that county to the said Conven- 
Bradford, Secretaries. tion. J. M. PORTER, Secretary. 


The following named gentlemen appeared as Dele- me 
gates. Ata meeting of the citizens of Lehigh, held at the 
Northampion—Owen Rice, Erskine Hazard, Alexan- | house of Charles Seagrave, in the borough of Northamp- 
der E. Brown and Josiah White, Esqrs. ton, on the 27th day of June 1831, in pursuance of pub- 
Luzerne—Col. Jacob Drumheller. lic notice; on motion Solomon Gangwer, Esquire, was 
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appointed chairman, and John Rice, Secretary, upon 
which the following preamble and resolutions were of- 
fered and unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, it is understood that a Convention is to be 
held at Towanda, in the county of Bradford, on the 4th 
day of July next, for the purpose of adopting measures 
to procure the construction of a canal from the river 
Lehigh to the North Branch of the river Susquehanna, 
and for the extension of the works upon the last men- 
tioned stream. Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the 
construction of a canal from the Lehigh tothe North 
Branch of the Susquehanna, would greatly promote the 
prosperity of the country upon both these rivers, par- 
ticularly, as it would at no distant day, form an important 
part of an unbroken water communication from the 
city of Philadelphia to Lake Erie, and that the people of 
the county of Lehigh ought to act in concert with their 
fellow citizens of Northampton, and upon the Susque- 
hanna, in adopting all proper measures within their 
power for the accomplishment of so desirable an 
object. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in the papers of this county, and that the Se- 
cretary be directed to transmit a copy to the members 
of the convention at Towanda. 


Signed, SOLOMON GANGWER, Chairman, 
Joun Rice, Secretary. 


Ata meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company, Philadelphia, June 14th 
1831. 

Resolved, That Josiah White, and Erskine Hazard,be 
appointed Delegates to represent this company in the 
Convention to be held at Towanda, on the 4th of July 
next, for the purpose of adopting measures to promote 
the construction of a canal from the Susquehanna to the 
Lehigh, by way of the Nescopeck. 

EDWIN WALTER, Secretary. 


On motion, Messrs. Overton, Headley and Herrick 
were appointed a committee to confer with the repre- 
sentatives of the Lehigh Coai and Navigation Com- 

any. 

. a motion, Messrs. Bull, Laporte, Gordon, Rice and 
Brown, were appointed a committee on the subject of 
the canal from the Susquehanna river to the Lehigh, by 
the route of the Nescopeck creek. 

The Convention then adjourned to meet at 6 o’clock, 
P. M. 

Agreeably to adjournment the Covention met, the 
chairmen of the respective committees reported pro- 
gress, and had leave to sit again—and the convention 
adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 7 o’clock, A.M. 

Tuesday 5th July, the Convention again met. Mr. 
Overton, from the committee appointed to confer with 
the deputation from the Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
Company, made report, as follows:— 

The committee appointed to confer with the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company, Report, 

That having conferred with Erskine Hazard and 
Josiah White, Esqrs., agents for the Lehigh Coal and 
Navigation Company, and fully interchanged their re- 
spective views and sentiments, they feel assured that the 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company take a lively in- 
terest in the great public work, of making a water com- 
munication between the waters of the North Branch of 
the Susquehanna and those of the Lehigh, and that 
they heartily concur with this committee on its great 
utility, and the necessity of its speedy commence- 
ment. 

That they express the greatest willingness to yield to 
the Susquehanna and Lehigh Canal Campany all the 
privileges in their power necessary to encourage and 
facilitate the successful operations of that company. 

That they concur in opinion with this committee, 
that the vast interests of the western part of the State 
of New York, and of the northern part of Pennsylvania, 
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call loudly upon the commissioners of the Susquehanna 
and Lehigh Canal Company, to take immediate mea- 
sures for the commencement and speedy completion of 
this most important section of internal improvement, by 
which the city of Philadelphia and of the Common. 
wealtn generally, will be as much benefitted as by that 
of any other work, of the same magnitude, in the state. 

SAMUEL HEADLEY, 

E. HERRICK, 

EDWARD OVERTON, 


Committee. 

On motion said report was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Bull, from the Committee to whom was referred 
the subject of the canal from the Susquehanna river to 
the Lehigh river, by the route of the Nescopeck creek, 
made report as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of 
the contemplated canal from the Susquehanna river to 
the Lehigh by the route of the Nescopeck, creek, beg 
leave respectfully to 

REPORT: 


That the shortness of the time allotted to them for the 
purpose, precludes them from doing that justice to the 
subject which their inclinations and judgment weuld 
dictate; they are compelled to confine themselves to a 
mere reference to its prominent features. 

The town of Havanna, which is situated near the 
head of the Seneca lake, inthe interior of New York is 
418 miles distant from the city of New York, by the 
route of the Grand Canal of that state; but by the way 
of the North Branch of the Susquehanna, the Nesco- 
peck and Lehigh canal to Philadelphia, our own com- 
mercial metropolis it is only 351 miles; 67 miles less 
than from that place to New York. 

With the completion of the projected improvements 
from the Lehigh to the Susquehanna and the extension 
of the North Branch Canal to Newtown, will we not 
havea reasonable prospect of gathering a rich harvest 
from the products of our sister state, which now pass 
through her own canals to the city of New York? To 
the advantage which we possess over her in point of 
distance, must be added another important one, viz: 
that our canals are situated in a more southern latitude 
and are navigable from two to four weeks later in the 
fall and that much earlier in the spring. A boat and 
cargo leaving Havanna for Philadelphia at the opening 
of our canals in the spring would generally be able to 
perform the trip by the North Branch and Nescopeck 
route and return with a catgo of merchandize before 
the New York canals were opened for public use. This 
solitary fact demonstrates the great utility of the pro- 
jected improvements on the North Branch and on the 
Nescopeck. 

In order to have a proper understanding of the merits 
of the Nescopeck route, your committee have thought 
proper to institute a comparison between it and the oth- 
er connexions of the Susquehanna and Delaware, which 
have been made, are in progress or contemplated. This 
is done without a view of disparaging other routes, for 
there will be ample business for all the canals and rail 
roads connecting the great and flourishing valley of the 
Susquehanna with the Delaware. 

The following table of distances, lockage, &c. upon 
the several routes connecting the Susquehanna and 
Delaware, has been obtained from official reports of pro- 
fessional men, and other authentic sources. 

BY THE UNION CANAL. 


i Dist.in miles. Ft.of lockage, No.of locks, 
From Berwick to Middletown 99 


186 24 
From Middletown by the 
Union canal to the point of 
its intersection with the 
Schuy!kill canal, 80 492 92 
From thence to Fairmount, 
near Philadelphia, 60 182 30 
Aggregate, 239 860 146 
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BY THE NESCOPECK ROUTE. 
Miles. Lockage. Loeks. 
From Berwick to Mauch Chunk 63 1455 
From Mauch Chunk to Easton, 46 
From Easton to Philadelphia, 78 
187 
BY THE COLUMBIA RAIL ROAD. 
Miles. 
From Berwick to Middletown 101 
From Middletown to Columbia 19 
From Columbia to Philadelphia 
by rail road. 82 
Aggregate, 202 
BY THE SUNBURY RAIL ROAD, 
miles. 
From Berwick to Sunbury, 38 
From Sunbury to Pottsville 46 
From Pottsville to Philadelphia 
by railroad, 108 


Aggregate, 191 


By comparing these statements it will be perceived 
that the Nescopeck route possesses the decided advan- 
tage over all the others of being the shortest route from 
the Northern country to the Delaware markets. The 
only continuous water communication besides this is 
that obtained by the Union Canal. For the want of a 
sufficient supply of water, this has not heretofore been 
navigable during the dry season of July and August. If 
this supply should hereafter be obtained, the canal is so 
constructed as to admit boats of only 25 tons burthen; 
hence the Nescopeck, having an abundant supply of 
water, will always possess an advantage over the Union 
Canal by admitting boats of larger dimensions, and in 
point of distance is entirely beyond all competition, or 
even comparison with that route, the difference being 
52 miles in favour of Nescopeck route, or more than one 
fourth of its whole length. 

From Northumberland to Philadelphia by the Union 
canal, the distance is 203 miles; and by the way of the 
Nescopeck canal the distance is 223 miles—a difference 
in distance in favor of the Union Canal of 20 miles; but 
it is believed that this is more than neutralized by the 
difference in the capacity of the two canals and unfailing 
supply of water which will render it navigable at all 
times, when not obstructed by frost. It is fair therefore 
to presume that the trade of the West Branch would 
pass through this canal to Philadelphia. 

The quantity and value of the produce of the Sus- 
guehanna valley has been variously estimated. Its ton- 
nage in 1825 was estimated at 100,000 tons, and its 
value at four and a half, millions of dollars, This esti- 
mate was mace with care, and founded upon actual ob- 
servation and information obtained from pilots of crafts & 
floats as they passed down theriver. Fifteen hundred arks 


also are met with in the vicinity of Danville and other 
places, in large bodies; and also at several other places 
another valuable water cement termed Verrus, which 
is used as a substitute for the Puzzallano, when that ar- 
ticle cannot be had. ‘Fale and soap stones, suitable to 
be used in blast furnaces of every description, fire 
places and for ornamental purposes are also to be had in 
great plenty along the river.”’“In addition to these a va- 
riety of elegant marble, slate suitable for roofing, and 
lastly a fine granite are found in abundance; and in the 
vicinity of Berwick, Bloomsburg and Danville and other 
places on the west side of the river, indications of iron 
ore and bituminous coal are also met with, An exten- 
sive bed of bituminous coal of excellent quality has been 
opened on the hills bordering on Towanda creek.” 

In addition to the advantages which will be derived 
from the construction of this canal, by the citizens of 
the district through which it may pass, the Common- 
wealth will derive an additional revenue from the in- 
crease of tolls upon the Delaware Division of the Penn- 
svlvania canal. 

The committee believe they have adverted to the 
principal facts which demonstrate the utility of the ca- 
nal, and the great inducement it presents to capitalists 
for an investment of their funds. It may now be prop- 
er to advert to the practicability of its construction. 
The route]was surveyed in 1828,by Moncure Robinson, * 
who states that the summit ofthe canal is 759.284 feet 
above the level of the Susquehanna, and 159.217 feet 
| above the level of the Lehigh. The length of the line 
is 37 miles. The lockage may be very much reduced 
by the introduction of inclined planes. 

This is a principle which has already been used with 
success in Europe, and it has been adopted in the con- 
struction of the Morris canal in New Jersey. According 
to the report of Mr. Robinson, the supply of water will 

| be abundant without resorting to the Lehigh; Pine run, 
Wright’s and Bear creeks, furnishing 2054 cubic feet 
per minute, which may be easily increased, if there be 
i occasion for it by constructing reservoirs on Bear 
creek. On the subject of inclined planes, we deem it 
necessary only to give the following remark from the 
American Quarterly Review of December, 1850, a work 
| of sufficient character to entitle its statements to full 
| credit: 

“We have seen that by a judicious application of me- 
| chanical principles, the expenditure of water upon in- 
| clined planes need not be morc than one and a half times 
the weight of the boat and cargo. Hence canals, in 
which this may be employed as the means of changing 
| level, may not only be executed in countries of sucha 
| character as to forbid lock navigation, but may be made 
| available even when water is too scanty to admit of the 
| use of the lock.” 
| With these inclined planes it is believed that the 

amount of lockage on this canal will not be more formid- 
able than that of the Union canal; hence the apparent 





were said to have arrived at Port Deposit, and it is cer-| amount of lockage is no objection to the route. So 
tain that many founda market for their cargoes above | that in every point of view, whether we consider the 


that place. Admitting that one half of this tonnage, 
which is a low estimate, will pass through this canal,and 
it presents an inducement for the investment of capital 
in the stock of the company, worthy of great attention, 

The opening of a continuous water communication 
between the New York lakes and the city of Philadel- 
adelphia, would enable that city to supply a vast ex- 
tent of country, rich, populous and fertile, with foreign 
merchandize and her own manufactures, thereby great- 
ly adding to the commercial prosperity of our own me- 
tropolis. Inthe valley of the Nescopeck large quanti- 
ties ef iron ore are found, with facilities for manufactur- 
ing it. Mr. Trezuyliny in his report,to the governor,of 
the exploration of the Susquehanna, made in 1827, thus 
speaks of the mineral productions of the valley. 

“The mineral productions of the Susquehanna are 
found to be very abundant and of incalculable value; 
consisting chiefly of anthracite and bituminous coal,and 
iron ore; the red and black Puzzallano [Roman cement] 


/comparative length of the several routes, the a- 
mount of lockage, the dimensions of the work, ca- 
pacitated as it may be to pass boats of twice the burthen 
of the Union canal, or the central position it occupies, 
the conclusion is forced upon us that it will be an im- 
provement of greater utility than any which has yet 
been made or contemplated having the same object in 
view. Whena boat and cargo may arrive at Easton, 
if the Philadelphia market should not suit the owner,he 
will be able to take the Morris canal and pass over to 
New York, the distance being 18 miles farther; or with 
a trifling additional expense he may pass down the 
Delaware and through the Delaware and Chesapeake 
canal to Baltimore, thus carrying him to a central point 
between all the best markets in the Union. 

The causes which have heretofore prevented the 
commencement of this work, viz: the control which the 








* See Register, vol. iii. pages 54 and 68. 
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Lehigh Coaland Navigation Company possessed over it, 
inasmuch as that company have had the exclusive right 
to use the water of the Lehigh;and the power under its 
charter, by the imposition of ‘extraordinary tolls, to con- 
trol the operations of the Susquehannaand Lehigh com- 
pany, are now removed; and there exists no impediment 
in the way of its construction, or the operatiuns of the 
company when completed. Itis therefore a favorable 
Mmomentto present it to the enterprising and wealthy 
citizens of the country—who cannot fail to perceive the 
superior advantages it possesses over any similar work. 

All which is respectfully submitted for the considera- 
tion of the convention. 

J.P. BULL, 

JOHN LAPORTE, 
J. A. GORDON, 
OWEN RICE, 

E. 8. BROWN. 

On motion, said report was unanimously adopted. 

On motion, Messrs. Lewis, Brown, Mack, Bull and 
Davis, were appointed a committee to draft a memorial 
to the Legislature ypon the subject of the improvements 
contemplated in the report of the committees. 

On motion, Josiah White, Esq. of Mauch Chunk, 
Alexander E. Brown, Esq. Easton, Owen Rice, Esq. 
Bethlehem, Doct. Samuel Headley, James A. Gordon, 
and George Mack, Esqs. of Berwick, Col. Jacob Drum- 
heller, of Cunningham, John Laporte, Esq. Asylum, 
and Col. James P. Bull, of Towanda, were appointed a 
committee of correspondence. 

On motion, Resolved, ‘Vhat the proceedings of this 
convention be published inall the newspapers friendly 
to the object of the convention. 


EDWARD HERRICK, President. 


Jacon DruMHeELLER, . 3 
c idents. 
Simon KINNEY, Vice President. 


. Gordon i 
James A. G . Secretaries. 
Witiram Patron, 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Taurspary Eventne, July 21. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Neff presented the fol- 


lowing remonstrance againsta stand for drays in Front 
strect. 








resolution relating to placing the chambers of the Coun- 
cils in mourning, for the late James Monrog, Esq. Ex- 
President of the United States, and charge the expense 
thereof to appropriation No. 21. 


The resolutionrelative to McAdamising Chesnut street, 


between 5th and 6th streets, which had passed the Com- 


mon Council, was not concurred in by the Select Coun- 
cil. 


COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Jolinson presented 


the following petition which was referred to the Paving 


Committee. 


10 the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

Gentlemen,—The undersigned neighbours, citizens 
living in, and owning property in Gaskill street between 
Second and Third, represent that they are vey much 
inconvenienced by the narrowness of the sicde-walki n 
sail street. They beg leave to state that Gaskill street 
is laid out twenty feet wide, about 4 feet of which on 
each side, is reserved asa walk, leaving twelve feet for 
a cartway, which latter space is not of sufficient dimen- 
sions for two carts to pass and unnecessarily large for 
one. They therefore respectfully ask of Councils to 


-enact an ordinance for repaving said street, establishing 


at the same time the side walks six feet each and the 
cart-way eight feet; by so doing they will add much to 
the comfort and convenience of the residents in said 
street and of a large portion of the population of the 
city and vicinity, make a certain public improvement, 
and in fact lessen the expense of the city hereafter, by 
having a smaller street to keep in order, which by hav- 
ing the gutter placed in the centre can be easier clean- 
ed and keptclean. At present the said walks are so 
contracted, that notwithstanding the constructed steps 
to the houses, passengers are almost every minute du- 
ring the day forced intothe gutters, and children are 
particularly placed in imminent danger. 


Mr. Leiper as Chairman cf the Special Committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of the victuallers, made 
the ensuing report and resolution, which were UNaNI- 
Movsty agreed to by both Councils. 

The committee, to whom were referred on Thursday 
last the memorial, then presented, of Henry H. Miller, 


_ | and others, victuallers,—and the counter memorials of 
To the honorable, the Select and Common Councils | Henry Troth, and others, citizens of Ph 


of the city of Philadelphia. 


iladel phia,—and 


| the other counter memorials of Ezekiel Norman, and 


Your memorialists residing in Front near Market | others,farmers of Chester and Delaware counties,report, 


street, have heard with regret that a resolution has passed 


That the victuallers by their memorial ask of councils, 





your honorable bodies fixing a stand for drays from the | to pass an ordinance “ prohibiting the sale of any butch- 
south side of Market to the north side of Walnut in | ers’ meat, in less quantities than the quarter (of the ani- 
Delaware Front street; 100 feet from the south side of | mal) at any other public places within the market limits, 
Market, is as they understand already appropriated asa | than at such stalls as are appropriated for victuallers; 
stand for wheelbarrows, which during the shad season | and that any farmer, shinner, or other person whatever, 
is not only crowded with them, but with waggons and | who shall offer or expose for sale any butchers’ meat, 
carts, waiting a supply of fish. They would also urge | in less quantities, or in any other place or places, than 
as reasons to your honorable bodies against the alotted | are specified and allowed by law, shall forfeit the same, 
stand, the vicinity of the market, and at times of a plen- | together with such penalty as the wisdom of Councils 


tilfal market the crowded state of Front street, as well | may suggest.” 


as the great injury to those with families residing in the 
neighborhood. 


Mr. Duane offered the subjoined resolution which 
was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed in relation 
to the public lots on Schuylkill, south of the Permanent 
bridge, be and they are hereby instructed to consider 
and report upon the propriety of removing the old en- 
gine house on the south western end of the said proper- 
ty, at the expiration of the existing lease, and if they 
shall report in favor of the removal and improvement, 
that they report a plan of such improvement as in their 
opinion ought to be made. 

Mr. Toland offered the annexed resolution which was 
agreed to, and Messrs. Toland, Duane Johnson, and 
Leiper, were appointed the Committee. 

Resolved, that a joint committee of the Select and 
Common Councils, be appointed to carry into effect the 


That the citizens, by their counter memorial, repre- 
sent “that such an ordinance would place the house- 
keepers of Philadelphia at the mercy of the yictuallers, 
and would enable them to demand almost any prices 
they thought proper to place on their meats; that there 
is scarce any family, especially in the warm season, who 
would wish to buy a whole quarter of meat; and the 
prohibition of selling by a less quantity, would be equal 
to a total refusal to allow the article to be sold at all.” 

And that the farmers represent, that such an ordinance 
** would, as they believe, be prejudicial to the interests, 
and inconvenient, to both the citizen and farmer, in con- 
sequence of the most opulent not wishing, and a great 
portion of the people not being able to purchase that 
quantity at a time.” 

It is well known to Councils, that by the act of Assem- 
bly, authorising the construction of additional market- 
houses, the western moiety of each new market-louse 
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was appropriated exclusively to the accommodation of 
“such persons as send or carry the produce of their | 
farms to market.” Over this law of the state, the Coun- 

cils of Philadelphia have no controul; and they would | 
probably exceed their legal powers, were they to deny | 


to the owner of a farm the right of selling in market the | 


veal, mutton, and beef, which were the produce of it. 
To say, that such a farmer should not sell by less par- 
cels than the quarter, would be nearly the same as to 
deny his right of sale altogether; for no one buys meat 
in so large quantities during half the year, and few at 
anytime. Besides, there is no law which authorises the 


City Councils to determine for the owner of a farm, in | 


what manner he shall cut up his meat for market, or in 
what form he shall expose it for sale. His interest will 
teach him to expose it in the form which is most ac- 
ceptable to purchasers; and the legislature, aware of 


this, may have thought it unnecessary that any legal re- | 


gulation should be made on the subject. 

These considerations go to prove that the Councils 
have no power to grant the preyer of the victualers’ me- 
moral, But if they had the power, it is plain to the 
committee, that it would be unwise to exercise it. 

The victuallers of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
form a very respectable and wealtl:y body of men; whose 
riglits the committee would be anxious to respect and 
secure. It may however be affirmed, with confidence, 
that the farmers of the adjacent counties, who attend 
the Philadelphia markets, are not less entitled to the 
respectful consideration of Councils, Equally just in 
their dealings, equally respectable as to general charac- 
ter, and more numerous, they contribute even more 
largely to the public accommodation and comfort. 

The fact that they come from different and compara- 
tively distant parts of the country, and eannot, therefore, 
easily combine together to raise the prices of provisions, 
or to withhold a supply of them from the market—and 
the additional fact that they never have attempted such 
a combination—forms an argument against the passage 
of any law, which should postpone their interests to 
those of any other persons who attend the markets. 

But it is the general good which should be first cared 
for. If the wishes of any portion of the community are 
inconsistent with the interests of the rest, it would be 
unjust and unwise to gratify the wishes of the few, at 
the expense of the rights of the many. Monopolies are 
always odious and seldom politic, 

To grant the request of the memoria!, would be to 
prevent farmers from selling meats, and thus to give this 
important business to the victuallers alone. It would 
be to grant a monopoly of articles of the first and daily 
recurring necessity, to a single class of men. It would 
enable the victuallers to exact most exorbitant prices, 
or, at their pleasure, totally to deprive the community 
of the most indispensable articles of provisions. The 
hardships which a combination for such a purpose, so 
fortified, would inflict upon the poor, need scarcely be 
alluded to. The rich man might suffer a partial incon- 
venience, but by substituting at his table some other 
more expensive article of diet, he would be enabled to 
disregard the combination. But the cheaper meats, 
which are supplied by the butcher, must necessarily be 
the principal reliance of the men in middling circum- 
stances, and almost the only resort of the labouring part 
of the community. No law can be wise, which would 
make these large and important portions of the commu- 
nity, dependent on the policy, or the caprice, of any sin- 
gle class of men for their daily supply of necessary food. 

Nor would it be safe, as the experience of the last few 
days has proved, to confide a power so easily abused, to 
the hands of any individuals, however elevated by abun- 
dance of pecuniary means, or acknowledged liberality 
of disposition. The people of Philadelphia have seen 
with surprise and regret, that it is possible for the high- 
ly respectable victuallers,who have heretofore furnished 
their markets, to combine together—not to raise the 
price of their meats, for such things have occurred else- 





where—but absolutely to withhold from the inhabitants 
of the city and liberties their customary supplies of ani- 
mal food. Had the law, for which the memoriulists asked, 
been heretofore in force,this combination must have been 
}entirely successful; and the public would have been 
compelled to accede to any terms which the victuallers 
|thought proper to dictate, as the condition on which 
| they might be permitted to return to their ordinary diet. 
Itis the absence of the very law, which the victuallers 
call on Counci!s now to enact, which alone has saved 
the city from the disgrace of such a capitulation. 
| Itis true, that the persons who have sold in the mar- 
ket-houses have found, since the first establishment of 
the markets, that their profits were interfered with by 
| those who sold in the streets. ‘The farmer, who paid 
twenty dollars a year for a stall, which he generally oc- 
cupies two days in the week, has found that other farm- 
ers, Who were willing to dispense with protection from 
the weather, could sell produce from their carts with 
nearly equal facility. And the butchers, who paid thirty 
dollars a year for the advantages of a market stall, du- 
|ring six days of the week, have complained that their 
brethren in the street paid nothing. ‘To meet these 
complaints of the victuallers (for the farmers bave not 
| complained) laws have, from time to time, been passed 
| by Councils; but the difficulty of distinguishing between 
a butcher, and a farmer selling the produce of his farm, 
'has, in many instances, undoubtedly made them inef- 
| fectual. 

At the very moment when the memorial of the vict- 
|uallers, now under examination, was presented, a law 
(on this subject, carefully and laboriously digested, had 

been for several weeks under the consideration of Coun- 
cils. Recent occurrences may justify a reasonable doubt, 
whether the provisions which it contains, on this sub- 
ject, are not more ample and imperative than sound 
policy would now dictate. 

This, however, is not a question for the consideration 
of the Committee, inasmuch as the memorial referred 
to them, prays for the exclusion of all farmers and other 
persons whatever, except victuallers, from the right of 

| selling meats in the customary manner, and in conve- 
nient places. 

The Committee believe,that such an ordinance would 
be of doubtful legality, obviously unjust, and impolitic 
ina high degree. They, therefore, submit the follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved, That the Committee he discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Wa. J. Lerrer, 
Wiriram Lkuman, 
J. Moss, 

JoserH WorRELL, 
Henry Toranp, 
Cuarzes Massey, Jr. 











July 21, 1831. 





(CP Conrectrion.—Notwithstanding all the pains we 
have taken in the correction of the tables, in the present 
number, we have, since the first form went to press, 
discovered an error, which our readers are desired to 
notice. It is in the average “proportion of the deaths 
of whites and blacks,’’ (table on p. 72)—for 100 whites 
27.99 blacks, read 100 whites 18.99 blacks. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
A stated meeting of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, will be held at the Society’s chamber in the 
Philosophical Hall, over the Atheneum, on Monday 
next, August Ist, at 8 o’clock in the evening. General 
| attendance in requested. 
July 30, 1831. 


J. R. TYSON, Sec’y. 


